LETTERS
April 1, 1978
Dear John:
Am a little tardy with the Happy
Birthday greetings , but they are
none the less-most sincere. Tw enty BIG ones! (for NAtA , not JPCEd ). Our hearti est and most sincere congratulations! Not that
this is any really big deal - but
since we have been receiving
New Mexico Archit ecture (lotsa
years back ) we hav e a compl ete
file. We feel you have made such
a significant contribution to the
archit ecture of your own state, but
your concern for its fabulous heritag e certainly plac es you-and th e
publication-in the forefront of a
movement sadly neglected in the
West.
Please know that we are accounted among your most enthusiastic supporte rs. And - we are
loking forward to seeing you in
Sant a Fe in Octob er-a happy reunion of twelve years ago.
Sincerely,
Betty Trunk, Editor, Symposia

April 21, 1978
Rector
Th e F irst Baptist Church
Albuquerqu e, New Mexico 87104
Dear Sir,
Th e Record is a national journal
dedicat ed to furth ering both th e
causes of bett er new buildings and
more livable cities. A larg e element in the livability of cities is
an understanding of the importan ce of the existing physi cal elements which give a city its unique
chara cter. It was therefore with
grea t dismay th at I recently read
of the church's plan to demolish
the Occid ental Building which
would be an important example
of its architectura l period in any
city in the ~. S . , and to replace it
with a characterless parking lot.
Certainly, you must realize that
there is a growing concern all
across the country for both th e
preservation of our archit ectu ral
past and for th e pot ential available
in the reuse of existing buildings. I

do hope that the Church will reconsider a most destructive and
wasteful decision.
Yours sincerely,
Charles K. Hoyt, AlA
Associate Editor
Architectural Record
Mr . Hoyt :
We regret to rep ort that the
Chu rch did not reconsider. Th e
Old Occid ental Building has been
dem olished! - I PC

WATER ORDINANCE
APPLIES TO ALL NEW
SANTA FE DWELLINGS
As of July 1, 1978, all new construction in the City of Santa Fe
must comply with pro visions of a
W at e r Conservation Ordinance
passed on February 22, 1978, by
the Santa Fe City Council. Th e ordinance appli es to commercial, indu strial and residenti al construction. Th e ord inance contains the
following four pro visions for the
design of plu mbin g systems in new
construction :
1. All showers shall be equipped
with shower heads designed to
pass not more than 3 gallons of
wat er per minute. Variable flow
head s shall not pass more than 3
gallons of wat er per minute at
maximum .setting.
2. All faucets shall be eq uipped
with aera tors or other flow restricting devices designed to pass not
more than 4 gallons of wat er per
minute; pro vided , however, that
faucets used for dishwashers,
washing machin es and bathtubs be
excluded.
3. All wat er closets sha ll be designed to consume no more than
3% gallons of wa ter per flush. This
shall be in accord ance with the
manufacturer's specifications.
4. Water systems shall be designed to deliver an average pressure of 50 psi and a maximum
pressure of 60 psi, as measur ed at
the discharge side of the pr essur e
redu cing valve for each struct ure .
In addition to these four pro visions, the ord inance requires that
new residences have no more than
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1,000 square feet of irrigated area.
An exception is made for native
vegetation requiring only initial irrigation.
Th e city engineer is authorized
to permit exceptions to the ordinance where these are needed to
insur e proper sewer flow conditions. Other exceptions may be
granted for specialized uses where
higher faucet flows are required.
Th e city staff encourages architects to call with any qu estions
they may hav e about th e ordinance. Questions should be referred to Ruth Kaplan, City of Santa
Fe, P. O. Box 909, Sant a Fe 87501,
982-4471.
ENERGY CRISIS
COULD PROMOTE
BETTER BUILDINGS
Wash ington, D.C. - Buildin gs
are going to look different in the
future-a lot different- and all because of the energy crisis.
That is the outlook more than
400 architects and engineers from
around the country generated at a
recent conference on energy and
design called "the most significant
experiment in architectural history" by the archit ect who designed President Cart er's solar-heated
viewing stand for th e inauguration.
Th e designers gathered last
month in Santa Monica, Calif., as
part icipants in a nation al research
project being sponsored by th e
U. S. Department of Hou sing and
Urban Developm ent ( H UD) and
the Department of En ergy (DOE )
and run by the AlA Research Corpora tion. Th e results of the project will be used to establish federal energy performance standards
for the design of the nation's new
buildings. U n d e r Congressional
legislation passed in 1976 and 1977,
DOE must develop and HUD
must implement these new standards by 1980.
Th e designers met to develop
ideas and sha re inform ation on
how to create ene rgy conserving
buildings. The consensus they
reached was that buildings deCon tinued pag e 15 Dr
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ENERGY CRISIS
signe d to use less energy, and to
take adv ant age of such natural energy sourc es as the sun and the
wind, will look diff erent-and
work better-than th e buildings
we live in today. "Energy has no
conscience," Buffalo architect Micha el Brill told the design ers. "We
do."
"Anytim e you design something
with one or two very strong needs
as design determinants, a pow erful
imag e emerges," Buffalo 's Brill told
the gathering. "Look at airplanes
- the beautiful old D C-3's- or a
good fly-fishing rod , or stadiums,
or theat ers. Th ey're all very simp le,
very pow erful images . By elevating energy to a primary position
among design criteria, we can
reach a new esthe tic in our bui ldings and our cities."
At the California conference,
the designers looked at buil dings
th ey had design ed and built with in the last three years. They were
chall enged to red esign thes e buildings to reach maximum levels of
ene rgy conserva tion , thus developing new techniques for designing
"ene rgy conscious" buildings.
On e group of participants studied plans for already-existing office buildings. Wh en they offered
their red esign concept, th ey succeeded not only in saving energy,

but in developing a concept tha t
was deemed more esthe tically
pleasing.
Other groups dealt with oth er
building typ es-a tot al of 16 typ es
in all- including hospitals, schools,
restaurants, hotels, shopping centers, ap artment buildings, and
warehou ses. Users of each building
type have diff erent energy needs,
and the designers were encouraged to come up with diff erent design solutions for each case.
When the nation's new energy
standards are implement ed , they
will take the form of energy budgets. Th e performance standards
will specify that a bui lding will
be required to satisfy the comfort
needs of its users whi le using no
more than a certain amoun t of energy. As the governmen t today
measures and announces the milesper-gallon ratings of new cars, so
new bu ildings will be allowed to
use no more than a certain number of BTUs per square foot each
year.
Th e new standards will regulat e energy dir ectly - not the
buildings which use the energy so designers will hav e the freedom
to choose the way th eir buildings
will look. But the need to design
"energy consciou s" buildings will
put new demands on their professions.
Until the early 1970's, limitations
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in building design were few as
new technologies and chea p,
abundant energy mad e it possible
to heat or cool any building anywhere.-Now that energy is becoming scarce and more expe nsive,
design ers must come up with
ways to keep building users comfortable while using less conv entional energy ( fossil fuels) and
more "na tural" energy from sources like the sun and the wind.
Some of these energy conservation solutions won't really be new
at all. The anci ent pueblos built
by Indians in the Southwest, New
England's steep - roofed colonia l
saltbox houses and the Gulf
Coast's houses with veran das are
examples of architecture designed
to be comfortable whi le using relatively litt le energy. But today's
designers will mix these old notions with new technologies to
make tomorrow's buildings as
beautiful as they will be energyconserving.
HUD and DOE sought out designers to participate in the threeyear energy standards project by
contracting with the AlA Researc h
Corporation to carry out Phases I
and II of the project. Th e AlA Research Corporation, established in
1972 by Th e American Institute of
Archit ects , conducts a wid e vari ety of applied research projects
focusing on national issues related
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Masonry Assoc iation

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials.
Serving New Mexico and West Texas
for over a quarter of a century.

P.O. Box 1633
Roswell, NM 88201
505/622-1321

P.O. Drawer FF
Las Cruces, NM 88001
505/524-3633
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to the built environment. Much of
its work has been devoted to research in energy use and energy
conservation.
Phase I, completed in December,
1977, assessed how much energy
buildings are currently designed
to use. A random sample, energy
use survey was conducted on more
than I,Boo buildings and 4,000 residential units of all types around
the country - all built since the
1973 oil embargo. Phase II now
underway, is focusing on how
much less ene rgy the same buildings could be redesigned to use.
In Phase III, HUD and DOE will
actu ally test trial standa rds in the
field.

AlA
WESTERN
MOUNTAIN
REGION
CONFERENCE

FRANK STANDHARDT, AlA
At their meeting on February 25, 1978, the Board of Examiners for
Architects proposed the enclosed resolution in memory of Frank M. Standha rdt, a previous memb er of the Board , who passed away on February
17, 1978.
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS Frank M. Standhardt served the people of the State
of New Mexico as a member of the Board of Examiners
for Architects; and
1~{E REAS

he endeavored t o protect the health, welfare and
safety o f the pu bl ic ,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED t ha t the Board of Examiners for
Architects for the State of New Mexico recognizes
Frank M. Standhardt 's high ethical standards and
service to the profession of architecture; and
FURTHERMORE, that the Board expresses its appreciation and
thanks for his service and dedication and extends
its sympathy to Mrs . Standhardt.

this 25th day
February, 1978.

SANTA FE

NEW
MEXICO
1978

October
11

14

San Francisco Street looking
toward La Parroquia
Sam a Fe. NM ca. 1878
US Army Signal Corps Photo

16

NMA May-June 1978

BOOK REVIEW
T ertiary J-listory of th e Grand
Canon Distri ct, w ith Atlas, by
Clarence E. Dutton, Ca pt. of Ordnan ce, USA. Originally printed by
th e Governm ent Printing Office in
1 8 8 2. Reprinted by Peregrin e
Smith , Inc., 1977. Limit edition,
Atlas and text boxed sepa rately,
$175.00 per set.
In his introduction to this marvelous reprint Wallace Stegn er
comm ent s not only on Clarence
Dutton's high qualification s for
und ert aking this "Te rtiary History"
but also on Dutton's ab ility as a
writer : "T he pro se is evoca tive
and literary and belongs properly
with that of Thoreau , Burro ughs,
Muir and 'na turalists' of the time,
rather than with works written in
the specialized jargon of science."
In his "History," Dutton describes in detail the geological
forms, terr aces, th e buttes, mountains and plateaus , and. of course,
the Gra nd Can yon itself. Th e descriptions are vivid , provocative.
Th e book inspires th e read er to
visit not only the Grand Ca nyon,
but also the vast land surrounding
it.
"Th e eye is attracted to the features of a broad middle terrace
nam ed the Colob. It is a veritable
wonderland. If we descend to it
we shall p er c e i v e numberless
rock-forms of nam eless sha pes, but
often grot esqu e and ludicrous,
starting up from the earth as isolated freaks of carving or standing
in clusters and rows along the
white walls of sandstone. Th ey
bear littl e likeness to anything we
can think of, and yet they tease
the imagination to find something
whe reunto they may be likened.
Yet the forms are in a certain sense
very definite, and many of them
look merry and farcical. Th e land
here is full of comed y. It is a singular display of Nature's art mingled with nonsense. It is well named the Colob , for the word has no
ascertainable meaning, and yet it
sounds as if it ought to have one."
This reader is not a geologist
and, therefore, cannot comment

up on the exactitude of Ca ptain
Dutton's "Te rtiary Histor y," but I
was captivated by his descriptions
of the country through which he
and his comp any of survey ors and
illustrators rode. Who bett er has
portrayed the Ca nyon in words :
"So, too, at the brink of the
chas m, th ere comes at first a feeling of disappointment ; it does not
seem so grand as we expected. At
length we strive to make comparisons. Th e river is clearly defined
below, but it looks ab out large
enough to turn a village grist-mill;
yet we know it is a strea m three
or four hundred feet wide . Its surface looks as motionl ess as a lake
seen from a distant mountain-top.
We know it is a rushing torrent.
Th e ear is strained to hear the
roar of its wat ers and catches it
faintly at inter vals as the eddying
breezes waft it up wards; but the
sound seems exha usted by the distance . We perceive dimly a mottling of light an d shadow upon the
sur face of the strea m, and the
flecks move with a bar ely perceptible cloud-like motion. They are
the fields of whit e foam lashed up
at the foot of some cataract and
sailing swiftly onward.
"Perhaps th e first notion of the
reality is gained when we look
across the abyss to the opposite
crest-line. It seems as if a strong,
nervous arm could hurl a stone
against the opp osing wall-face; but
in a moment we catch sight of
vegetation growing upon the very
brink. Th ere are trees in scattered
groves which we might at first
have mistak en for sage or desert
furz e. Here at length we have a
stadium or standa rd of comparison
which serves for the mind much
the same purpose as a man standing at th e base of one of the sequoias of the Mariposa grove. And
now the real magnitudes begin to
unfold themselves, and as the attention is held firmly the mind
grows restive und er th e increasing
burden. E very time the eye ranges
up or down its face it seems more
distant and more vast. At length
NMA May·June 1978

we recoil, overburdened with the
perceptions already att ained and
yet half vexed at the inadequacy
of our facult ies to comprehend
more."

The book is well illustrated with
woodcuts, photographs, line drawings and two chromo-lithographed
reproductions of paintings by William H. Holmes. The separately
boxed Atlas contains the detailed
maps along with the illustrative
drawings of W. H. Holmes. William H. Goetzman in his Exploration and Empire speaks of Holmes'
illustrations as "masterpieces of
realism and draftsmanship as well
as feats of imaginative observation."
If there is a criticism of the publication it is that the Atlas contain s fold ed maps and drawings.
How ever, this is unavoidable; the
Atlas measures 17" x 20", which is
alread y too larg e for most coffee
tabl es. Th e drawings are more
fram eabl e than foldabl e. It would
be hop ed that reference libraries
will stor e them flat out for their
protection and preservation.
Clarence E. Dutton and his T ertiary History of the Grand Canon
District is the best public relations
man for which the Chamber of
Comm erce of Arizona could wish.
-fPC
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